Introduction
Three important historical events during the Soviet regime affected emigration of Azerbaijanis: the invasion of the Bolsheviks and the establishment of the Soviet regime, the Second World War (captured Soviet soldiers were not allowed to return) and the collapse of the regime itself. As a consequence of these political changes, there have been three waves of diasporic flow in the 20 th century forcing many Azerbaijanis to Western European and North American countries. Later on these displaced citizens become a "core" of the Azerbaijani Diaspora abroad.
Another notorious historical event is reflected in the labeling of the Azerbaijani Diaspora as Northern and Southern Azerbaijanis, the Treaty of Turkmanchai signed between Russia and Iran in 1828. Today, this settlement, which divided the Azerbaijani-speaking population into two parts, is considered a symbol of "historical injustice" (Swietochowski, 1995, p. 7) concluded without hearing the voice of Azerbaijanis. Severe implications of the treaty echoed in the lives of thousands of people during the Soviet period while borders to the "noncommunist" world were literally shut down.
Diaspora Studies
The notion of diaspora originally referred to the Jewish population residing outside of Palestine (Oxford English Dictionary). Today's definition represents a status of ethnic minority that not only symbolizes the culture, traditions and heritage of homeland but also its strong ties with it (Androutsopoulos, 2006; Sinclair & Cunningham, 2000; Kaldor-Robinson, 2002) . Cohen (2008) , based on Wittgenstein's meaning of fibres, identifies the following nine main features of diaspora: "traumatic dispersal" from country of origin, "expansion from a homeland", "collective memory and myth about the homeland" , "idealization of the supposed ancestral home", "return movement", "strong ethic group consciousness", "troubled In order to allow the unique characteristics of the diaspora online communication to emerge, Glaser and Strauss's (1967) grounded theory approach was employed.
Based on Huseynov's (2008) Textual messages posted on the above-mentioned listserves, forums, social network sites and websites were analyzed for the period of two years (from January 2006 up to January 2010).
The following research questions guided this research:
What are the main themes of Azerbaijan Diaspora online discussions? Does Azerbaijani Diaspora represent/manifest itself as a community (a sense of communion)?
How do diaspora relations with homeland represented online?
Discussions

Azerbaijani Diaspora in the United States
The first wave of Azerbaijani immigrants to the United States was mainly comprised of German prisoners of the World War II who arrived to the United States in the early 1950s. It also included refugees who fled from the country after the demise of the Azerbaijan independent government and managed to make their way to the States in the 1950s and 1960s. By the late 1970s there were approximately 200 Azerbaijani immigrant families residing in the United States (Thernstrom et al., 1980) . According to the Azerbaijan State Statistical Committee, since the collapse of the Soviet Union (particularly for the period of [1990] [1991] [1992] [1993] [1994] [1995] [1996] [1997] [1998] [1999] [2000] [2001] [2002] [2003] [2004] [2005] [2006] , approximately half a million of the population migrated from the country (see Table 1 Based on the U.S. Census data on the foreign-born population for the period of 1990-2000 4,105 of people born in Azerbaijan entered the United States as naturalized US citizens and 8,395 as non-US citizens, respectively (see Table 2 ).
Comparison of both statistical data for the period of 1990-2000 (see Table 1) shows that Azerbaijani immigrants to the US represent about 0.99% and 2.01% of the total migrated population. According to the Azerbaijan Statistical Committee demographic data on migration, the majority of the population migrates to the Russia, Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) and other Central and Western European countries. Having a comparatively small number of population migrated to the United States, one can assume strong representation of Azerbaijani diaspora in the countries of major migration flow (i.e., Russia and other CIS countries). 
Online Representation of Azerbaijani Diaspora
Restoration of independence of Azerbaijan in 1991 opened new perspectives of democratic development for the country. It also created more opportunities for a new generation of Azerbaijanis, mainly the opportunity to study and work abroad. According to Huseynov (2008) the first-ever Azerbaijani listserv -E-Majlis -was launched in 1995 by students studying in the United States. In fact it attracted not only students having access to the Internet but also representatives of the Azerbaijani Diaspora as students usually strive to meet their compatriots residing in/close to their location and engage into Diaspora activities. Later, it was transformed to the YDnet list, which became one of the largest forums of discussion of issues related to Azerbaijan and Azerbaijanis (Huseynov, 2008) . As Internet technologies developed, it encouraged new online discussion groups and resources, but YDnet list remains the most active. Moreover, YDnet in comparison to other lists, has always been at the forefront in promoting Azerbaijan, by raising its profile and debating issues challenging the newly independent country. YDnet listserv subscribers are mainly concerned with current social, political and economic issues related to Azerbaijan. By the middle 1990s, when newly independent Azerbaijan lacked an information infrastructure, YDNet moderators pioneered the distribution of English-language news (thru Habarlar-L (News) list) covering Azerbaijan and its surrounding region to break through the information vacuum that surrounded the newly independent state. In fact, it was the first Azerbaijani online group that employed media monitoring and grassroots campaigning (Huseynov, 2008) . YDnet subscribers react to every manifestation of misinformation and/or misinterpretation of Azerbaijan related issues, such as lack of recognition of Azerbaijan's territorial integrity or the misinformation on the Nagorno-Karabakh war. Accordingly, for over ten years, this group serves as a productive force of the processes affecting Azerbaijanis both in and outside of the country.
Azerbaijan Studies is a forum of scholars dedicated to issues related to Azerbaijan. One of the distinctive features of the group is a number of members who are scholars from all around the world interested in Azerbaijan Studies.
Baku Pages, created in 1998 by a group of Bakuvians residing in the United States (Bakupages.com, 2009) , is one of the distinctive interactive web portals bringing together former residents of the capital of Azerbaijan, Baku (i.e. Bakuvians) and Azerbaijanis from all around the world. Bakuvians, regardless of their national identity -Azerbaijanis, Russians, Jews, Armenians and many more -share a common origin and culture of the cosmopolitan capital of Azerbaijan.
In addition to online discussion groups and listserves, there are a number of websites representing the variety of institutions operating in different parts of the United States to coordinate and promote activities of the Azerbaijani Diaspora, such as US Azeris Network (http://www.usazeris.org/) , and Azerbaijan Cultural Society of Northern California (http://www.acsnc.org/index2.html ), and HoustonBaku Sister Cities Association (http://houstonbaku.org/). These localized communities guide grassroots activities to set up a framework for community advocacy as well as to reassert Azerbaijani identity through cultural, educational and civic programs.
However, emergence of social network sites, such as Facebook and Twitter, has been shifting representation of Azerbaijani community from the listserv and websites to social network sites. For example, Facebook page of Azerbaijan Society of America (ASA), first Azerbaijani diaspora organization in the United States established in 1957, one of the popular pages of Azerbaijani community .
Azerbaijani online community
Community is a diffuse concept: what is meant by community varies not only from one discipline to another but also from culture to culture. According to the Oxford English Dictionary, the word community derives from the Latin word comm nis, meaning "fellowship, community of relations or feelings." However, in Medieval
Latin it was similar to universitas, used in the sense of "a body of fellows or fellow-townsmen". In Medieval Latin and Romanic it was extended to encompass the notion of "common citizenship" and a "community" or "body of fellowcitizens". How can we define today's multifaceted meaning of community? It seems that anything can be a community, from a small group of people with a shared locale to a multitude of people using the same online application. According to the Encyclopedia of Community (2003), the earliest communities served to defend and coordinate actions against predators, made accessible the intensive care required by human infants, and afforded information exchange. This notion of community still holds true today. However, new technologies and emergence of the Internet have drastically changed the sense of community, catalyzing the development of a new type and form of community -community without traditional physical boundaries, place, and language of communication. In this regard, Anderson's (1991) concept of nationality as an "imagined community" (p. 6) is applicable to the notion of online communities since it can be imagined as a nation "because the member of even the smallest nation will never know most of their fellow-members, meet them, or even hear of them, yet in the minds of each lives the image of their communion" (p. 6). The idea of online community is also similar to the idea of the nation as an analogue of the "sociological organism moving calendrically through homogeneous, empty time" (p. 26). Hence, thousands of Azerbaijanis who are members and participants of various online discussion groups, listserves and networking sites hardly know those who they share "online space", however, they do share common beliefs, values, traditions and culture at large of the Azerbaijani nation. As stated by Anderson (1991) , each of them has confidence in each other's "steady, anonymous, simultaneous activity" (p. 26) and the sense of "communion" (p. 6) is unconsciously embedded into the minds of every Azerbaijani.
At the same time, some of the users are, in a way, alienated from today's Baku and Azerbaijan. For instance, users of Baku Pages portal seemed to be connected to an Azerbaijani community only through connection to their "old friends" and nostalgia for "old days." In this regard the Baku Pages list of Communities & Clubs is quite exemplary. The top three most represented groups are Schools (150), Baku-present and past (34) and Cities of Bakuvians (28). All these groups aim to bring together classmates, people who lived or/and currently reside in the same neighborhood of Baku and people who currently reside in different parts of the world. Even though the Internet is featured by its "placeness" (Harrison & Dourish, 1996, p. 72) "emerg[ing] without an underlying notion of space" (p.72), the observed manifestation of "belonging" demonstrates a users' strong attachment to physical place. As a result, they could not "escape into a self-enclosed cyberian apartness" (Miller & Slater, 2001, p.5 The base of the written language has been changed four times throughout history: Arabic, Latin, Cyrillic and back to Latin. These changes resulted in a painful disconnect between Southern and Northern Azerbaijan, and, more importantly the lack of a common print-language of communication and education between generations.
Language code-switching
Azerbaijanis preferable language of communication reflects not only their cultural and educational background but also the generation of Azerbaijanis they belong to. People who lived in Soviet Azerbaijan are very comfortable speaking in Russian and writing in Cyrillic script Azerbaijani. Today's young generation of Azerbaijanis speaks and writes in Latin script Azerbaijani, because after the collapse of the Soviet regime, language was switched back to Latin Script. In this sense Baku Pages is especially exemplary, attracting mainly Russian-speaking Azerbaijani Bakuvians, who currently reside outside of the country. Obviously, the discourse analysis exemplifies "code-switching" (Auer, 1999, p.17) , and the pattern of switching languages from Azerbaijani to English, Russian to English, or all three languages at a time appeared to be a common characteristic of the analyzed discourse. An excerpt from YDNet listserv discussion on a protest meeting against the recognition of Armenian genocide in Washington, DC exemplifies a codeswitching from Azerbaijani to English: 
Diaspora and homeland
In-line with reviewed diaspora studies, Internet technologies play a critical role for Azerbaijani Diaspora not only to connect but also actively to participate in everyday life of the home country. Territorial integrity of Azerbaijan, NagornoKarabakh war, human and civil rights of Azerbaijanis in Iran, history… basically, every other issue related to Azerbaijan and Azerbaijanis is a subject of discussion. For instance, change in presidential term limit and gun attack at Baku Oil Academy exemplify strong diaspora links to the homeland. When the majority of Parliament members voted to call a nationwide referendum to remove the presidential term limit, only oppositional political parties voiced their concern and summoned to boycott the referendum. Diaspora reaction to the possible major political structural change was diverse. One group of people, including students currently studying in the United States, called for a protest meeting and actions to protect the country's democratic values, while another group mainly those representing diaspora , hardly expressed any concern. It appeared that the diaspora itself reflects the major political flows of the country -pro-governmental and opposition. For the last couple years, Azerbaijan Government has been proactive in engaging with diasporic organizations all around the world. For instance, the government has organized the Forum of World Azerbaijanis since 2001. It also, in cooperation with diaspora organizations, organizes conferences, protest meetings and public talks. The relationship of diaspora with government institutions may also affect its position with regard to political changes in the country.
One of the illustrations of the critical role of the Internet technologies in diaspora life is tragic event at Azerbaijan Oil Academy. The posting and link to a local news agency report about a gunman who shot dead 13 and wounded a dozen of students and faculty at a top academic institution in Baku appeared on YDNet listserv within less than two hours after the tragic event. Later on discussions, links to news reports, videos, pictures and witnesses' messages appeared all across the listserves, portals and Facebook social network groups. Listserv subscribers complained that local TV stations aired news about the tragic event long after it was reported on online news agencies. Apparently, diaspora listserv members reacted to the tragic event faster than local TV stations in spite of being thousands of miles away from the homeland. Hall's (1994) definition of "identity as a 'production', which is never complete, always in process, and always constituted within, not outside, representation" (p. 222) can be applied to Azerbaijan online diaspora identity. Being thousands of miles away from the country of its origin, the diaspora engaged an ongoing process of representing itself as a nation with its unique traditions and historical heritage. It is a little wonder that this distinguishing feature is manifested in its online representation as well. Moreover, images posted from Diaspora events and the design of Diaspora websites represent cultural heritage and national symbols, such as Azerbaijani flag, colors of the flag, and national ornament.
Conclusions
Azerbaijan is a borderland at a crossroads of history, cultures, beliefs, traditions and values, which manifest in its online representation. It also comprises unique and distinctive features of its multifaceted identity -identity which is profoundly influenced by Russian culture, Muslim beliefs and European values. It represents, in Bakhtin's (1984) term, a polyphony of nation's voices -Northern and Southern Azerbaijan. Although as a community it is imagined (Anderson, 1991) , it is a vital part of Azerbaijani "metaculture of traditions" (Urban and Lee, 2001, p.5) , which is manifested through mediated computer communication and online visual representation. Azerbaijani diaspora also exemplifies Cohen's (2008) features of the diaspora, such as "expansion from homeland", "collective memory and myth about the homeland" and "strong ethic group consciousness" (p. 162).
This study demonstrates a critical role of Internet technologies that connect, mobilize and represent Azerbaijani online community. It provides the "dominant means of exchange of information within translocal community" (Mader, 2007, p. 232) . In a way, the analyzed online communication resembles Bauman's defined notion of performance wherein postings are acts of "situated behavior, situated within and rendered meaningful with reference to relevant contexts" (p. 298). It illustrates a strong relation to its context as a nation at large.
Obviously, the development of Internet technologies catalyzed the formation of an Azerbaijani Diaspora as a distinctive online community. In spite of being virtual, it is realized as an authentic representation of the Azerbaijani nation with a promising future. As argued by Boellstorff (2008) , "through culture, humans are always already virtual; ethnography has always been a kind of virtual investigation of the human, and can therefore play an important role in understanding cybersociality" (p. 249).
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